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Mini Med Red Rally to Alexandria

First part: Herzeliya – Port Said – 136NM
This is a straightforward leg of your journey. The rally meets up at the Suez Canal in the Egyptian harbor of Port Said in the Mediterranean. Here the ships congregate before passing through the 80-mile canal.

We would like to emphasize the entrance process at Port Said. When arriving at the entrance waiting point
 Lat: 31˚16.40N Long: 32˚20.30E. 
Please contact our agent rep.  Mohamed at Felix tel: 002 010 1843 662. Once enough yachts have gathered at the entrance, they will send the canal pilot to escort you to your mooring place in the marina.

Second part: Port Said – Alexandria– 141NM
	Point
	Name
	Lat
	Long
	Description

	
	Port Said
	
	
	Depart through  the channel green and red poles till point A 

	A
	End of Channel
	31˚25.83’N
	 32˚24.21’E
	First turn to west. Follow the sailing route along the points B, C, D, and F to Alexandria.

	B
	Points along the sailing route
	31˚42.58’N
	 31˚58.38’E
	Second turn west. Important – stay within the sailing route

	C
	Points along the sailing route
	31˚44.43’N
	 31˚00.24’’E
	Stay within the sailing route!

	D
	Points along the sailing route
	31˚37.10’N
	 30˚18.00E
	Stay within the sailing route!

	E
	Alexandria
	31˚20.10’N
	 29˚55.00’E
	Turn towards Alexandria basin.

	F
	Alexandria yacht club basin entrance
	31˚12.70’N
	 29˚53.50’’E
	Important- approach through the western entrance of the break water marked with red/green.  In the basin turn west towards the marina jetty and wait for mooring 
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Third Part: Alexandria – Herzeliya - 261NM
	Point
	Name
	Lat
	Long
	Description

	
	
	
	
	

	F
	Alexandria yacht club
	31˚12.70’N
	29˚53.50’’E
	Leave through the basin entrance and follow points E,D, and C from C sail direct to Herzeliya

	E
	Alexandria
	31˚20.10’N
	 29˚55.00’E
	

	D
	Points along the sailing route
	31˚37.10’N
	 30˚18.00E
	Stay within the sailing route!

	C
	Turn to Herzeliya
	31˚44.43’N
	 31˚00.24’’E
	Sail direct to  Herzeliya marina 32˚09’56N 34˚47’34E - course 83˚


Alexandria Yacht Club
Lat:   31˚20.10’N




Tel: (002) 0020-3-4802799

Long:
29˚55.00’E




Fax: 0020-3-4818190

The Egyptian national yacht club, which is based in Alexandria, was founded in 1901 when Egypt was under British Mandate and was known in those days as the Royal Yacht Club. Even though the Egyptians bore the brunt of the cost, it was the British who enjoyed the sport.
The first race was between officers of the British naval ships anchored in the port to form a defense line. After the defense ships were removed, devotees of the sport took the farm (coal) harbor as their club site, and hoisted the flag of the Alexandria sailing club for the first time. At that time Prince Aziz Bek Hassan was directing the races, some of which he himself took part in. The prince, who introduced the first silver cup to the winner, laid down the rules for membership and changed the club’s name to the Khedival Sailing Club

Facilities:
	Petrol
	Yes
	
	Sails repair
	Near by

	Water
	Yes
	
	Motor repair
	Near by

	Supermarket
	Near by
	
	Electronic repair
	Near by

	Restaurant/Bar
	Yes
	
	Mechanic
	No

	Laundry
	Near by
	
	Carpenter
	No

	Library
	No
	
	Chandlery
	Yes

	Travel-Lift
	No
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Alexandria
Alexandria was founded by Alexander the Great in 332 BC. Alexander's chief architect for the project was Dinocrates. Alexandria was intended to supersede Naucratis as a Hellenistic center in Egypt, and to be the link between Greece and the rich Nile Valley. An Egyptian town, Rhakotis, already existed on the shore and was filled with fishermen and pirates. A few months after the foundation, Alexander left Egypt for the East and never returned to his city. After Alexander departed, his viceroy, Cleomenes, continued the expansion. In a struggle with the other successors of Alexander, General Ptolemy succeeded in bringing Alexander's body to Alexandria.







Alexandria, sphinx made of pink granite, Ptolemaic.

Though Cleomenes was mainly in charge of seeing to Alexandria's continuous development, the Heptastadion and the main-land quarters seem to have been mainly Ptolemaic work. Inheriting the trade of ruined Tyre and becoming the center of the new commerce between Europe and the Arabian and Indian East, the city grew in less than a generation to be larger than Carthage. In a century, Alexandria had become the largest city in the world and for some centuries more, was second only to Rome. It became the main Greek city of Egypt, with an extraordinary mix of Greeks from many cities and backgrounds. 
Alexandria was not only a center of Hellenism but was also home to the largest Jewish community in the world. The Septuagint, a Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible, was produced there. The early Ptolemies kept it in order and fostered the development of its museum into the leading Hellenistic centre of learning (Library of Alexandria) but were careful to maintain the distinction of its population's three largest ethnicities: Greek, Jewish, and Egyptian.[2] From this division arose much of the later turbulence, which began to manifest itself under Ptolemy Philopater who reigned from 221–204 BC. The reign of Ptolemy VIII Physcon from 144–116 BC was marked by purges and civil warfare.

The city passed formally under Roman jurisdiction in 80 BC, according to the will of Ptolemy Alexander but only after it had been under Roman influence for more than a hundred years. In 115 AD Alexandria was destroyed during the Jewish-Greek civil wars which gave Hadrian and his architect, Decriannus, an opportunity to rebuild it. In 215 AD the emperor Caracalla visited the city and, because of some insulting satires that the inhabitants had directed at him, abruptly commanded his troops to put to death all youths capable of bearing arms. On 21 July 365, Alexandria was devastated by a tsunami (365 Crete earthquake),[3] an event two hundred years later still annually commemorated as "day of horror".







The ancient Roman Amphitheatre in Alexandria

In the late 4th century, persecution of pagans by newly Christian Romans had reached new levels of intensity. In 391, Emperor Theodosius I ordered the destruction of all pagan temples, and the Patriarch Theophilus, complied with his request. The Brucheum and Jewish quarters were desolate in the 5th century. On the mainland, life seemed to have centered in the vicinity of the Serapeum and Caesareum, both which became Christian churches. The Pharos and Heptastadium quarters, however, remained populous and were left intact.

In 616, Alexandria was taken by Khosrau II, King of Persia. Although the Byzantine Emperor Heraclius recovered it a few years later, in 641 the Arabs, under the general Amr ibn al-As during the Muslim conquest of Egypt, captured it decisively after a siege that lasted fourteen months.

Alexandria figured prominently in the military operations of Napoleon's expedition to Egypt in 1798. French troops stormed the city on July 2, 1798 and it remained in their hands until the arrival of the British expedition in 1801. The British won a considerable victory over the French at the Battle of Alexandria on March 21, 1801, following which they besieged the city which fell to them on 2 September 1801. Mohammed Ali, the Ottoman Governor of Egypt, began rebuilding the city around 1810, and by 1850, Alexandria had returned to something akin to its former glory. In July 1882 the city came under bombardment from British naval forces and was occupied.

In July 1954, the city was a target of an Israeli bombing campaign that later became known as the Lavon Affair. Only a few months later, Alexandria's Manshia Square was the site of the famous, failed assassination attempt on the life of Gamal Abdel Nasser.

Very little of the ancient city has survived into the present day. Much of the royal and civic quarters sank beneath the harbour due to earthquake subsidence, and the rest has been rebuilt upon in modern times.

"Pompey's Pillar" is the best-known ancient monument still standing today. It is located on Alexandria's ancient acropolis — a modest hill located adjacent to the city's Arab cemetery — and was originally part of a temple colonnade. Including its pedestal, it is 30 m (99 ft) high; the shaft is of polished red granite, roughly three meters in diameter at the base, tapering to two and a half meters at the top. The structure was plundered and demolished in the 4th century when a bishop decreed that Paganism must be eradicated. "Pompey's Pillar" is a misnomer, as it has nothing to do with Pompey, having been erected in 293 for Diocletian, possibly in memory of the rebellion of Domitius Domitianus. Beneath the acropolis itself are the subterranean remains of the Serapeum, where the mysteries of the god Serapis were enacted, and whose carved wall niches are believed to have provided overflow storage space for the ancient Library.







Pompey's Pillar

Alexandria's catacombs, known as Kom al Sukkfa, are a short distance southwest of the pillar, consist of a multi-level labyrinth, reached via a large spiral staircase, and featuring dozens of chambers adorned with sculpted pillars, statues, and other syncretic Romano-Egyptian religious symbols, burial niches and sarcophagi, as well as a large Roman-style banquet room, where memorial meals were conducted by relatives of the deceased. The catacombs were long forgotten by the citizens until they were discovered by accident in the 1800s.

The most extensive ancient excavation currently being conducted in Alexandria is known as Kom al Dikka, and it has revealed the ancient city's well-preserved theatre, and the remains of its Roman-era baths.

The Royal Library of Alexandria in Alexandria, Egypt, was once the largest library in the world. It is generally thought to have been founded at the beginning of the 3rd century BC, during the reign of Ptolemy II of Egypt. It was likely created after his father had built what would become the first part of the Library complex, the temple of the Muses — the Museion, Greek Μουσείον (from which the modern English word museum is derived).





The Bibliotheca Alexandrina, a modern project based on reviving the ancient Library of Alexandria.

It has been reasonably established that the Library, or parts of the collection, were destroyed by fire on a number of occasions (library fires were common and replacement of handwritten manuscripts was very difficult, expensive and time-consuming). To this day the details of the destruction (or destructions) remain a lively source of controversy. The Bibliotheca Alexandrina was inaugurated in 2003 near the site of the old Library. 

Building and library features
The dimensions of the project are vast: the library has shelf space for eight million books, with the main reading room covering 70,000 m² on eleven cascading levels. The complex also houses a conference center; specialized libraries for the blind, for young people, and for children; three museums; four art galleries; a planetarium; and a manuscript restoration laboratory.

The library's architecture is equally striking. The main reading room stands beneath a 32-meter-high glasspaneledd roof, tilted out toward the sea like a sundial, and measuring some 160 m in diameter. The walls are of gray Aswan granite, carved with characters from 120 different human scripts.

The collections at the Bibliotheca Alexandrina were donated from all over the world. The Spanish donated documents that detailed the ruling of the Moors. The French also donated, giving the library documents dealing with the building of the Suez Canal.

Bibliotheca Alexandrina also maintains a copy of the original Internet Archive based in San Francisco
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