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Second part: Port Said – Suez – 81NM
Only three convoys of ships pass through the canal every day. On one day, two convoys head south, while another one sails north. The next day, just one convoy comes from the south, and two convoys come from the north. As a result, there is always a great deal of traffic waiting around Port Said harbor.
The convoy always has the same structure. First in line are the supper tankers, and then come the gas tankers and containers. Last in line are the bulk ships. The ships move in one steady line of traffic.
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The duration of the trip from Port Said to Suez is approx. 16 hours for yachts motoring at 5 knots. The yachts will move in one line, which has been structured according to the sequence of the groups, and the yacht number in each group. Try to stay at a minimal distance from the yacht in front of you. Please maintain your positioning the line and do not overtake other yachts. 
Important – it is forbidden to use sails in the Suez Canal, no sails must be hoisted during the passage through the canal

It is essential to make sure that your fuel tanks are full before entering the canal (you may top your tanks in Port Said if needed)
Once the convoy arrives at its destination, a canal pilot will guide the yachts down to the Suez Yacht Club - Lat: 29˚56.58’N Long: 032˚34.60’E.
The mooring in the Suez Yacht Club is on buoys. The marina crew will help tie the boats. Practice patience and wait until you are attended to.
All way points given in the table are taken from Admiralty charts, however it is the duty and responsibility of each skipper to check the waypoints on his charts.
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Port Said
Lat:    29˚56.58’N





Tel: ++2 066 333132
Long: 32˚34.42’E











VHF:  Channel 16 & 12




felix@felix-eg.com








www.felix-eg.com
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The Port of Suez us situated at the southern end of the Suez Canal/ The northern port of the Suez Gulf
and has been a commercial port since the 7th century. Today Suez is one of the Egypt’s largest ports. 
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Facilities:
	Diesel
	Yes
	
	Sails repair
	Near by

	Water
	Yes
	
	Motor repair
	Near by

	Supermarket
	Near by
	
	Electronic repair
	Near by

	 Restaurant/Bar
	Near by
	
	Mechanic
	Near by

	Laundry
	Near by
	
	Carpenter
	No

	Library
	No
	
	Chandlery
	Near by


Suez Canal

The Suez Canal, is a large artificial canal in Egypt, west of the Sinai Peninsula. It is 163 km (86 NM) long and 300 m (984 ft) wide at its narrowest point, and runs between Port Said on the Mediterranean Sea and Suez at the northern end of the Suez Gulf on the Red Sea.

The canal allows two-way water transportation, most importantly between Europe and Asia without circumnavigation of Africa. Before its opening in 1869, goods were sometimes offloaded from ships and carried over land between the Mediterranean and the Red Sea.

. 


The canal comprises seven parts, north and south of the Great Bitter Lake, linking the Mediterranean Sea to the Gulf of Suez on the Red  Sea
History
2nd millennium BC

Perhaps as early as the 12th Dynasty, Pharaoh Senusret III (1878 BC–1839 BC) may have had a west-east river dug through the Wadi Tumilat, joining the Nile with the Red Sea (which in ancient times reached north to the Bitter Lakes. See [2] and [3]) This allowed direct naval trade with Punt, and, indirectly, linked the Red Sea and the Mediterranean.                                 
The reliefs of the Punt expedition under Hatshepsut depict sea-going vessels carrying the expeditionary force returning from Punt. This has given rise to the theory that, at the time, a navigable link existed between the Red Sea and the Nile. Evidence indicates its existence by the 13th century BC during the time of Ramesses II
Repair by Necho, Darius I and Ptolemy
The waterway fell into disrepair, and according to the Histories of the Greek historian Herodotus,Necho II about 600 BC,  undertook re-excavation but did not complete it. Herodotus was told that 120,000 men perished in this undertaking.[3] With Necho's death work was discontinued. The canal was finally completed by Darius I of Persia, who conquered Egypt. According to Herodotus, the completed canal was wide enough that two triremes could pass each other with oars extended, and required four days to traverse. Darius commemorated his achievement with a number of granite stelae that he set up on the Nile bank, including one near Kabret, 130 miles (209 km) from Pie. 
The canal left the Nile at Bubastis. An inscription on a pillar at the canal's Red Sea end at Pithom records that in 270/69 B.C. it was again reopened, by Ptolemy II Philadelphus.  Over the next 1000 years it was successively modified, destroyed and rebuilt, until finally it was put out of commission in the eighth century by the Abbasid Caliph al-Mansur.
Re-construction by Suez Canal Company                                              
In 1854 and 1856 Ferdinand de Lesseps obtained a concession from Said Pasha, the viceroy of Egypt, to create a company to construct a maritime Canal open to ships of all nations, according to plans created by Austrian engineer Alois Negrelli. The company was to operate the canal by leasing the relevant land, for 99 years from its opening, for navigation. De Lesseps had used his friendly relationship with Said, which he had developed while he was a French diplomat during the 1830s. The Suez Canal Company (Compagnie Universelle du Canal Maritime de Suez) came into being on 15 December 1858.

The excavation took nearly 11 years using forced labor of Egyptian workers. Some sources estimate that over 30,000 people were forced to work on the canal. 

The British recognized the canal as an important trade route and perceived the French project as a direct menace to their geopolitical and financial interests. The British Empire was the major global naval force and its power had increased during the American Civil War. So the British government officially condemned the forced work and sent armed Bedouins to start a revolt among the workers. Involuntary labour on the project ceased, the Viceroy soon condemned the slavery, and the project stopped. 

Angered by the British opportunism, de Lesseps sent a letter to the British government remarking on the British lack of remorse only a few years earlier when Egyptian forced workers died in similar conditions while building the British railtrack in Egypt.

At first, international opinion was skeptical and the Suez Canal Company shares did not sell well overseas. Britain, United States, Austria and Russia did not buy any shares. All French shares were quickly sold in France. 

The canal finally opened to traffic on 17 November 1869. Although numerous technical, political (due to the British rivalry), and financial problems had been overcome, the final cost was more than double the original estimate.

The canal had an immediate and dramatic effect on world trade. Combined with the American Transcontinental Railroad completed six months earlier, it allowed the entire world to be circled in record time. It played an important role in increasing European penetration and colonization of Africa.[ External debts forced Said Pasha's successor, Isma'il Pasha, to sell his country's share in the canal for £4,000,000 to the United Kingdom (UK) in 1875, but France still remained the majority shareholder.

The Convention of Constantinople in 1888 declared the canal a neutral zone under the protection of the British; British troops had moved in to protect it during a civil war in Egypt in 1882. Under the Anglo-Egyptian Treaty of 1936, the UK insisted on retaining control over the canal. But in 1951, Egypt repudiated the treaty, and in 1954 the UK agreed to pull out its troops. The withdrawal was completed in July 1956.
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