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When we visited the exhibition boote in Dusseldorf, Germany, we got from Marmaris Yacht Marine a very nice brochure about a Rally, which offered various trips from Turkey to Africa. We were very interested because the start was near our wintering place.

Getting into the internet we wee informed about an outstanding international sailing event with activities like jeep tours, hot-air ballooning and parties. Se we booked and the answer arrived immediately. There was o problem with the announcement, so we were looking forward to the start.

The first meeting on the 5th of April was well prepared by Easy and Ruth and so we got a good impression by the red wine and talking to the sailors.

The Grand Start Med Red Party was held in the Marmaris Yacht Marine restaurant, with good food and drinks and live music. All members were wearing the new Rally shirts, so we could find out who would be with us.
Skipper’s meeting at 07:00, we were told that the first destination is Cepi Creek. When ever we had questions, we could ask Ruth and Easy, and all the participants were very helpful. 

When we started on the 8th of April, we had a good feeling to be part of the whole group. On the way to Fethiye we realized that we had a problem with our rudder. After someone took a look and Easy’s brave jump into the water, we decided to stop and leave our yacht in Goceck for repairs.

Helpful hand and Ruth’s management helped us, further on to take part in the activities and tours to Saklikent and late to Cappadocia. And we were invited to sail with another boat, the “North Star” with Amos and his crew Susan and Yossi. Let us say again: “Thank you!” it was a pleasure to stay with them. Also the windy sail from Kekova to Finike was a nice experience. I was allowed to steer the racer for a time, it made me very proud and happy.

All the tours were organized very well, so we had fun during the long journey to Cappadocia, watching the beautiful nature on the way and and enjoying the amazing experience of the hot-air balloon.

Coming back late on the 16th of April, we could see the friendship among the sailors. With the crew of “Nirvana” we had a magnificent magic dinner with about 11 sailors. So we had fun saying Lechaim and enjoying the meal.
When we left the Rally in Finike to go to our boat in Gocek we had won new freindfs and promised to follow them to Israel. So we did!! The “Freyheit” was repaired and ready to sail. Our new friends Gingy and Mandy with “My Mermaid” were still waiting for us to sail together. We stopped only in Kas, Kekova, Finike, Alanya and Girne (Cyprus). From Girne we sailed to Herzeliya Marina in Israel. Here we experience many more surprises. The beautiful and friendly people, who helped us have the nicest tours of Israel, and we stayed longer and longer in Israel, till the closing ceremony and party of the Rally.

We saw many places of the beautiful country full of history, nature, beautiful areas and holy buildings. We will take all these good experiences home and remember with love.
Thank you for all that!!!

Inge and Edgar

